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Do We Need Revival ? 


Do we need a revival in America today? 


Do we need a revival in our Church? 


There are indications that a revival is desperately needed and some 
of these are as follows: 


Lack of love between Christians. 

Worldliness in the Church. 

Powerless Christians and a powerless Church. 
A lack of concern for the lost. 

Ignorance of God’s Word. 


Prayerlessness. 


Overemphasis on organization. 

Low standards of morality. 

| By these and many, many other things it is evident that we in America 
: need a revival. To that end we should pray and to that end we should 
‘ bend every effort. 

j 


“OQ Lord, send a revival ... and let it begin in me.” 
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ELOIZVAR® AL 


God Is Not Deformed 


Can man hope to have an adequate concept 
of God? Certainly we can never hope to under- 
stand comprehensively all of his perfections and 
attributes for we are finite. Nevertheless God 
has not left himself without a witness. It is 
both our privilege and duty to learn that which 
he has been pleased to reveal about himself. 


We know only that which God has been 
pleased to reveal and for sinful man this is 
overwhelmingly adequate. 


To contemplate the attributes of God staggers 
the imagination, yet he has revealed himself for 
the very purpose that we might, although limit- 
ed by the flesh, know him and glorify his name 


and distinguish between that which is true and 
false. 


God has made it possible for us to know 
him through his general revelation in nature. 
Romans 1:20 says, “For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 
that they are without excuse.” He reveals him- 
self also in history and conscience. 


He has revealed himself in his Son of whom 
we read in Colossians 2:8,9; “Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the ele- 
ments of the world, and not after Christ. For 
in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.” 

God reveals himself in his written Word. The 
apostle Paul writing to Timothy says, “All scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness: that the 


man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto good works.” 


In these various ways God’s marvelous attri- 
butes are revealed, being exercised by him in 
his works of creation, providence and redemp- 
tion. 
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Why then the necessity of affirming, in a 
spirit of deepest reverence, that God is not de. 
formed? Because in each generation, and par- 
ticularly in our own, God is often presented in 
only one aspect of his personality or by only 
one attribute to the exclusion or depreciation 
of others. This narrow presentation causes God 
to be seen as though he were deformed; his 
glorious person is disclosed out of focus. 


There are those who are so overwhelmed by 
the love of God and all of its implications that 
they overlook other attributes which are equally 
true and impelling. The depth and height and 
breadth of the love of God can never be exhaust- 


ed, for he is the epitome of love and all that 
it implies. 


He is also the God of holiness and justice. 
The Bible which tells us that God is love also 
affirms that he is a consuming fire. Therefore, 
to stress the love of God to the exclusion of 
his perfections in holiness and justice is to give 
a distorted picture. 


The Cross of Jesus Christ reveals the love of 
God. But it reveals far more. The depths of 
sin, the magnitude of its offense against a holy 
God and the price necessary to free man from 
its guilt and penalty, all are revealed by the 
Cross. We see combined in one sublime act 
the love, truth, holiness, righteousness, mercy, 
faithfulness, justice, and knowledge of God, and 
having said this, all of its implications have not 
been exhausted. Let us never forget that in 
this glorious act of redemption and propitiation 


we see combined many aspects of the God with 
whom we have to do. 


God is the God of infinite and absolute per- 
fection. Being infinite he is free from all pos- 
sible limitation. Being absolute he is an eternal 
self-existent person who is the voluntary cause 
of all that is, has been or ever will exist. He 
is “the same yesterday, today and forever” and 
he is “without variableness or shadow of turn- 


’? 


ing. 
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One may hear the seemingly wise statement: 
“God is too good to damn anyone,” and from 
this premise the deduction that therefore all 
men will some day be saved regardless of what 
they do about Christ, God’s provision for their 
need. Paul, in Romans, writes: “Note then the 
kindness and the severity of God: severity toward 
those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to 
you, provided you continue in his kindness; 
otherwise you too will be cut off.” The crux 
of the matter is that sin must be judged and 
God in his infinite love and justice has done 
something about it, sending his Son through 
whom man may be freed from the guilt and 
penalty of sin and restored to fellowship with 
Him now and forever. 


If we would know God and the attributes 
whereby he is known we have but to turn to 
Holy Scripture. In both Old and New Testa- 
ments we find the same God. Some would dis- 
tinguish between the “God of the Old Testa- 
ment” and the “God of the New,” but they are 
the same. To discard the one for the other 
is to be guilty of a selective prejudice and that 
leads to grave error. 


For instance, in Isaiah we read: “Therefore as 
the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame 
consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as 
rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as 
dust: because they have cast away the law of 
the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of 
the Holy One of Israel.” But the same God, 
speaking in the same book also says: “Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” 


We find the Lord Jesus Christ uttering this 
scathing denunciation: “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! . . . Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” This same Christ also says: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 


The apostle Paul denounces sin and the un- 
repentant sinner but offers pardon and peace 
to all who will turn to Christ in full repentance. 
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews affirms 
God’s revelation through the prophets and the 
Son and presents a picture of escape and eternal 
salvation to those who believe. 


Peter tells of the patience and long-suffering 
of a holy God unwilling that any souls be lost, 


but also of the day of impending judgment from 
which none who have rejected Christ shall es- 
cape. 


No, God is not deformed. He is revealed to 
us in the perfections of his glorious attributes. 
It is his will that we should see him and believe 
in him for who he is and what he is. 


We who are capable of love, feeling, know- 
ing, righteous indignation, kindness, mercy and 
a sense of right and justice, should realize that 
in him all of these things are found in absolute 
perfection. He who knows no limitations of 
time, space or circumstance deals with mankind 
in perfect love and also perfect justice. He who 
is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and who 
cannot look on iniquity, has nonetheless made 
perfect provision for sin and the sinner. In all 
of this the perfection and absoluteness of his 
attributes are revealed to man. 


No, God is not deformed. He is perfection, 
a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in 
his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good- 
ness, truth and love. 


—L.N.B. 
(From Christianity Today) 





Are Sex Distinctions To Be Made 
Meaningful or Meaningless? 


In a series on OUR CRISIS IN MORALS 
in the Atlanta Constitution sundry leaders in 
American life recognize that as a nation we 
are almost obsessed with sex and urge that 
our people be led out of this sex hysteria. The 
sickness is diagnosed as a false preoccupation 
with sex, and the remedy suggested is that the 
focus be changed and that sex become mean- 
ingful in relation to the true love life that 
finds its happiness in the home, in a monoga- 
mous marriage, and in children. 


On the other hand THE BRIDGE published 
about the same time by an agency of our 
Church cites with approval the following from 
the first General Assembly of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. A.: “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” In Christ racial, cul- 
tural, social, economic, and sex distinction be- 
come meaningless and are erased. 
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These two statements, one from prominent 
American sociologists and ethical leaders, the 
other from a great denomination leave the 
dilemma: Is or ought sex to become meaningful 
cr meaningless? We believe that the dilemma 
is forced by a misreading of the statement from 
the Apostle Paul by the Presbyterian General 
Assembly = by the Bridge. Here as elsewhere 
(e.g. the law) Paul is using language in a 
dialectic sense, while the comment uses it as his 
full and only statement on the matter. 


As a matter of salvation, no man is saved by 
his sex, his race, his culture, his wealth or his 
economic position — nor for that matter by 
his merits, his law-keeping, his satisfactions, nor 
all the prayers offered to get him out of Purga- 
tory. He is saved only and exclusively by the 
mercy of God and this mercy acted and acts 
in Jesus Christ. He did for us what we could 
not do for ourselves and what we cannot do 
without. And as God the Holy Spirit puts us 
into Christ by faith, God receives us in Him 
and of His great mercy forgives our sins — 
wholly and completely without any conditions 
on our part. Moreover, this forgiveness is genu- 
ine and final. It is not a provisional act whose 
fulfillment depends on our proving ourselves 
worthy of it. Of His mercy, God forgives un- 
worthy sinners as He receives them in Christ. 
This is the glorious truth in the statement of 
the General Assembly and of the Bridge. 


But the Apostle Paul also says in I Cor. 11.3f 
that the head of the woman is the man even 
as Christ is the head of the man. In Ephesians 
five and Colossians three he distinguishes in 
the Christian home the place and duties of the 
husband from that of the wife, and in the 
Church organization he says in First Timothy 
that the elder is to be the husband of one wife. 
Our Westminster Catechisms have a full state- 
ment of the saving grace of God to sinners and 
of His exact justice set forth in Christ by which 
every believer is saved. And yet the same docu- 
ments recognize the distinctions which God has 
made in their expositions of the fifth command- 
ment. Of course, Modernism recognizes no 
distinctions and reaches for Marx’s society with 
all distinctions erased. When we interpret 
Scripture by Scripture, Christ does not make the 
natural relations which the Creator has estab- 
lished for the home meaningless. Rather He 
rescues them from the sinful focus into which 
they are fallen, and makes them meaningful in 
their proper orientation in the Christian family 
and Church. 


—W.C.R. 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Will to Greatness 


America is rapidly changing one of her basi 
attitudes to life—the will to greatness is being 
stifled by a demand for security, a securin 
bought at the price of national solvency and 
personal freedom. 


Adlai Stevenson, after his recent four-weeks 
tour of Russia, wrote that “Men Working’ 
is the symbol of Russia tod: ry. He said: “T bring 
back with me an image of a vast, rich, under. 
developed country hard at work with the single. 
minded purpose to build itself up to chi llenge 
America’s world leadership.” 


We have rightly been proud of our great in- 
dustrial, social and cultural achievements, all o! 
which came under the blessings of God as the 
result of free enterprise and hard work. Novy 
there is grave danger of thinking that progress 
can be maintained by other means, shifting the 
emphasis from work to leisure, from personal 
and corporate initiative to security guaranteed 
by government. 


To express fear of competition from a social. 
istic state may seem incompatible with the 
views outlined above but the crucial difference 
between the Communistic government of Russia 
and the republican form of government under 
which we live is that in Russia the government 
is urging its people on to harder work and 
greater endeavor, while our government is hold- 
ing out to the people the mirage of ease, pleasure 
and security. 


How great is that difference? It is the dif 
ference between progress and regression; between 
continued greatness or an enveloping mediocrity. 

L.N.B. 





The Perseverance of the Saints 


The fine current study on FAITH AND PER- 
SEVERANCE by Professor G. C. Berkouwer 
makes us realize that the saints do not persevere 
by any merit, logic or worthiness of their own. 
Faith ever points away from self to the faithfulness 
and the keeping power of God. The saints per- 
severe, only because God preserves them from 
themselves, from Satan and from all others who 
would destroy them. Our faith rests on the faith- 
fulness of the God of all grace. It trusts Him 
to keep, to carry through to completion the work 
He has Himself begun in us. Faith even entrusts 
faith itself to the keeping of the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We did not give our- 
selves faith—if we lose it, we cannot restore it— 
it is the gift of God. Flesh and blood has not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. We cannot keep ourselves in faith. Doubt 
and the Devil are too strong for us. Christ sits 
at the right hand of God and continually pours 
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forth of the Holy Spirit, else Satan would not 
allow one of us to abide an hour by the Easter 
faith or the Christian Gospel. And the Holy 
Spirit is not a skeptic! By His grace we believe 
the word of His promise that our sins are forgiven 
us for Christ’s Name sake. With the father at 
the front of the Mount of Transfiguration our 
humble prayer is: 


| believe, Lord help thou mine unbelief. Our 
hymn of praise begins, 


Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. 


As our eyes are turned upon the mercy of God, 
upon Christ Jesus the Lamb of God the conqueror 
of death, God in His grace preserves us and only 
so do we presevere. We wait upon the LORD 
and in His Word do we hope . . . in His keeping 
power, in the faithfulness of His grace to those 
in whom His Spirit has begun and revived anew 
the work of faith. 

W.C.R. 





The Blind 
“Recovering of sight to the blind.” Luke 4:18 


We are apt to pity those who are physically 
blind: the people we ought to pity are those who 
are spiritually blind; blind in unbelief. The god 
of this world hath blinded the minds of those 
who believe not, lest the glorious gospel should 
shine upon them. I think it was Weymouth who 
translates this “the god of this world has shut 
out the sunshine.” How true this is! The whole 
world lies in the darkness of sin: the light of the 
world is Jesus. 


The blind man who was healed by Jesus not 
only had his eyesight restored, but the eyes of his 
heart also, while the Pharisees, who thought they 
saw, were blinded in unbelief. We all know men 
who are physically blind but who are spiritually 
far superior to many a person with two good 
natural eyes. 


The world is full of people whose eyes have 
never been opened. The prayer of the Psalmist, 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law, ought to be their prayer. 
Paul prays that the eyes of our understanding may 
be opened, or the eyes of our hearts. Only then 
can we really see the beauty of our Saviour and 
know that He is the One who is altogether lovely 
before that we think there is no beauty that we 
should desire Him. Only then can we see the 
value and beauty of the Christian life. 


There is only one Oculist who can open the 
eyes of our understanding, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who healed so many blind people while on earth. 
If we will come to Him with the prayer of the 
blind man, Lord, that our eyes may be opened, 
He will enlighten our minds in the knowledge 


of Him. 
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We, as His messengers, are sent to “preach the 
recovering of sight to the blind”. He is the light 
of the world; “ye are the light of the world”. We 
must let our light shine that others may see Him 
as He shines in and through us, so that they can 
sing, Once I was blind, but now I can see; the 
light of the world is Jesus. What a privilege it 
is to lead men to Him who can open their eyes! 
Oh, come to that Light; It is shining for thee; 
the Light of the world is Jesus. 

pene 





Notes From Philippians on 
Paul’s Unselfish Service 


By George S. Lauderdale 


Christ “made Himself of no reputation.” 
Philippians 2:7. Now we understand how Paul 
was not terrified by his adversaries and was joy- 
ful even as a prisoner: Jesus Christ had put 
His lowly frame of spirit in him! “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 


Men of the world ever seek to prove that they 
are righteous, but not so Christians. “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
It is wise to be humble for Jesus’ sake; Jesus 
Christ had much more wisdom than Solomon! 
God would call no person who is proud brilliant 
or regard any person who is contentious as 
bright. 


The Mind of Christ a Must 


It is tragic when a missionary has no man 
likeminded with him because “all seek their 
own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s” 
Philippians 2:21. Who can describe the loneli- 
ness of preaching the Word of God to the 
nations? Paul sought to do what all pastors 
are supposed to be doing now, leading pro- 
fessed Christians to take an interest in mission 
churches. 


Less than few were interested: none were! 
Had Paul promoted picnics, thousands would 
have instantly rallied to help him. Widely ac- 
claimed evangelists and pastors are tempted to 
have little interest in following up their con- 
verts; they would seldom consent to be pastors 
of small missions. Paul would have; how he 
cared for the little churches! May God deliver 
us from hypocrisy! The time that a missionary 
gives to a struggling congregation is not lost, 
for those whom the missionary genuinely loves 
will pray for him, and God’s aid is our greatest 
need. 


Paul Rewarded 


The saints for whom none cared but Paul 
helped him in the gospel (Philippians 1:5) ; 
they helped him lay up treasures in heaven, to 
have joy, and they helped him financially. Paul 
was wise and the others, who sought their own 


PAGE 5 





interests, foolish; by seeking first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, all other things 
were added unto him! 


Cleave to Christ: He is our righteousness and 
our wisdom. Count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ. He is 
our hope of glory and will “change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working whereby 


he is able even to subdue all things unto him- 
self.” 


Christ supplies all our needs from _ the 
Father’s riches in heaven. Grace from the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the apostle’s opening and closing 
prayer for the saints at Philippi. 





The Armor of a Christian 
Ephesians 6:12-18 


As compared by Paul with the Armor 
of a Roman Soldier 


1. The “leather girdle” or apron around the 
waist represents the Christian “Truth” 
because truth is the center of our religion 
(and of any other sound proposition) . 


no 


The “breastplate” represents ‘“Righteous- 
ness” which is a clean conscience. The seat 
of the conscience is the heart which the 
breastplate covers. (We are not given a 
backplate because we should face our enemy 
at all times.) 


3. The sandals represent “The Gospel of 
Peace” because we are instructed to take 
the “Gospel” to the world, not merely keep 
it at home, so we use our feet to “Go”’. 


4. The “Shield” represents “Faith” because our 
faith must be poised and ready in order to 
ward off the attacks of the Devil which 
come from all directions. 


5. The “Helmet” represents “Salvation” be- 
cause salvation must be accepted by us 
through our heads after conviction, dictated 
of course by our hearts. (God will knock 
at our door but we must open it and let 
Him in—an act of intelligence.) “Whaoso- 
ever will come unto me I will in no wise 
cast out.” 





All of the above are defensive, but we have 
one, and only one offensive item, which is — 
6. “The Sword” which represents “The Word 

of God.” If a Christian does not know his 
Bible, he is a clumsy swordsman and how 
can he win battles for Christ? 


The need of the world today is “Offensive” 
Christians — not merely “Defensive.” 


Marvelous and inspired are the similes of 
the Bible. 


—R.LeC. 
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Uncle Sam Abroad 


By Dr. L. C. La Motte 


(This article sent in by Dr. La Motte, President 
of Junior College, Maxton, N. C., is a refreshing 
breather amid the wave of gloomy forebodings 
of declining American prestige abroad.—W.CS.) 


The bootblack in Nicosia was shining my 
shoes. They needed it after eight days hiking 
the trails of Galilee and Judea. He looked up 
and said in halting English, “You journalist?” 


“T’m an American tourist,” I replied. 


A bright smile flashed across his face, with 
an expression of friendliness and admiration. 
Right then I was proud to be a citizen of the 
U.S. A. And he said, “America good.” 


Of course I think he and the other Greeks 
are wrong about Great Britain. I’ve learned 
from many of them that they think England 
is holding on to Cyprus only from selfish mo- 
tives. I think England has a thankless job, and 
if she moved out there would be a war between 
the Greek Cypriotes and the Turkish Cypriotes 
which would lead to war between Greece and 
Turkey. I think the Greeks ought to help Great 
Britain work out some compromise way which 
will permit peace and cooperation between the 
two peoples who live on Cyprus. However, that 
is not the point of this meditation. The point 
is that we, the citizens of the United States of 
America, bear the confidence and faith of the 
peoples of the world. May we be worthy of 
that hope. 


Rightly or wrongly, many people believe the 
European powers are colonial-minded, and want 
to get control of other countries. They do not 
think that of the United States. Even putting 
the Marines into Lebanon has not shaken the 
faith of the world’s peoples in our intentions. 
Nobody seems to think we want to take over 
Lebanon. The fact that the United States has 
never taken territory from other nations, with 
the possible exception of Mexico, and there 
a payment was given when the peace was made, 
is known to the world. They know we let Cuba 
have freedom and granted the Philippines in- 
dependence. They trust our intentions. 


In a world in which there is so much distrust 
and suspicion, our nation stands out as a city 
set upon a hill. Men, with longing eyes, look 
to us with hope, for a better day and peace. 
They believe in America. 


God grant that we may so live, so measure 
up to our ideals, so wisely conduct our inter- 
national relations, that the bootblacks all over 
the world may continue to say, “America good.” 


“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” 
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I like to ramble, when I am traveling, in the 
places where one sees the plain people. I like 
to go on the streets, buses, and into the popular 
parks. On Sunday afternoon rambling in a 
park in Atlanta, Georgia, I came upon a stone 
upon which were cut words from a poem by 
Sidney Lanier: 

“Long as thy God is God above 
Thy brother every man below, 
So long, O Land of all my love, 
Thy name shall shine, 

Thine honor grow.” 


Department of Bible, Presbyterian Junior College 
Maxton, N. C. 





The Children’s Page 


This feature is being discontinued, at least for 
the present, while Associate Editor Wade C. Smith 
will be writing a series of articles addressed to 
“Teenagers”. Meantime, plans are in the making 
for a book containing the Children’s Page stories 
which have appeared in the Journal, the price to 
be not over $1.25 postpaid. The electro-plates of 
eighty of these stories have been reserved for this 
purpose. If you are interested in the proposed book, 
“drop us a card”, 


LETTERS 


ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
New Orleans, August 22, 1958. 














To the Editor 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 

Sir: 

I have read with interest the letter written 
to your journal by Mr. John R. Wallace of 
Memphis, Tennessee, and which was published 
in your August 6th edition. I, too, have a 
deep concern for our Church. However, I re- 
gret to say that this letter shows a complete 
misunderstanding of the role of Church officers. 


Are the minister and the elders to “lead” 
the congregation or are they to “follow” the 
congregation? My understanding has always 
been that the minister and the elders are to be 
the spiritual leaders of the congregation. 


As elders and as ministers — if this is our 
understanding of the Gospel, then it is our 
responsibility to lead our congregations. We 
cannot follow their will; we must be obedient 
to God’s will. Therefore, let us pray that God 
will send His Holy Spirit upon us that we may 
see our task clearer and be led to do it. 


Sincerely, 
William I. Boand 
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She was a Church Employee 
for 30 Years . . . how is she 
living now? 

Unless she was enrolled in the Employees’ Annuity 
Fund when it began operation in 1942 the chances 
are with a small salary during her working years she 
has very little to live on. Churches can help provide 
the required financial security for these dedicated 
workers by enrolling them immediately upon 
employment in the E.A.F. This helps attract and 
hold good fulltime personnel. In realizing that 
old age is provided for an employee may have a 
happier outlook toward the job, and perform better 
work. 


Every local church can enroll 
its lay personnel in the... 


EMPLOYEES’ ANNUITY FUND 


Any fulltime employee is eligible. Employees share 
equally the dues payments with the employer. Dues 
are reasonable and in the long run are real savings 
considering that a church always feels a financial 
obligation to its longtime employees without means. 
Put this in your budget this year. 


Administered by 


BoARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 


341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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Calvin’s Tolerance and Intolerance 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


This is one of the messages delivered at Weaverville, N. C., on August 20, 1958, on the program of 
the Conference on Reformed Theological Thought, sponsored by The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
Other addresses delivered on the same date will be printed in future issues of the Journal.—Editors, 


For years, some have seen Calvin only in the 
affair of Servetus and have stigmatized him as 
the epitome of intolerance. More recently, his 
words about crossing ten seas to secure a united 
Protestant front have singled him out as the 
sixteenth century ecumenist. Accordingly, some 
are picturing him as the acme of tolerance, ready 
for any organizational merger regardless of doc- 
trinal differences. Which of these is the true 
picture of John Calvin? Or is either? Or neither? 


Fundamental Position 


Fundamentally, Calvin sought tolerance where 
it was a matter of detail and of human differ- 
ences. He was intolerant where it seemed to him 
that the truth of God was at stake. He urged 
tolerance of different evangelical modes of wor- 
ship, he sought accommodation with the several 
Protestant views of the Lord’s Supper, he mag- 
nified other Reformers and their writings even 
though these differed in detail from his own 
positions. On the other hand, he was intolerant 
of what he regarded as error in the presentation 
of the truth of God whether that came from 
papal additions to the Word, Libertine misuse 
of the doctrine of the Spirit, or rationalistic de- 
nials of the Trinity. He stood for the revealed 
truth of God and the life in accord therewith, 
and in the difficult tensions of history went 
further in advocating punishment for heresy 
than his own principles or earlier statements war- 
ranted. 


Calvin’s Tolerance 


One of the best examples of Calvin’s toler- 
ance is found in his attitude toward the people 
of Geneva who had expelled Farel and himself 
as their pastors. Some Farel partisans insisted 
that the Church which remained had deteriorat- 
ed and was no longer to be attended. When 
this word came to Calvin he was anything but 
pleased. In reply, he denounced the separatist 
tendencies. As long as the fundamental teach- 
ings of the Gospel were to be heard in the 
sanctuaries, the Church was there and “a de- 
parture from the church is a renunciation of 
God and Christ,” Jnstitutes, IV.1.10. “For so 
highly does the Lord esteem the communion 
of His church, that He considers every one as 
a traitor and apostate from religion, who per- 
versely withdraws from the Christian society 
which preserves the true ministry of the word 
and sacraments,” Jbid. God has ordained that 
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the inestimable treasure of the Gospel be com- 
municated to us from earthen vessels, each of 
whom is enveloped in some cloud of ignorance 
and many of whom are in error in non-essential 
points. A Christian communion is not to be re- 
jected even though it be charged with many 
faults, but one must forgive mistakes in those 
things of which persons may be ignorant. “I 
would not be understood to plead for any 
errors . . . but we ought not, on account of 
every trivial difference of sentiment, to abandon 
the church which contains the saving and pure 
doctrine that insures the preservation of piety, 
and supports the use of the sacraments instituted 
by our Lord,” IV.1.12. “The pious conscience 
is not wounded by the unworthiness of other 
individuals, whether he be pastor or private 
person,” Jbid., par 18, 19. 


Moreover, when the Reformed Church of 
Geneva in its weakened state was attacked by 
Cardinal Sadoleto and the city invited back 
into its former allegiance to the Pope, John 
Calvin, the exile, was big enough to take up 
his pen and answer for the Church which had 
expelled him. Though he was at the moment 
relieved of the charge of the Church in Geneva, 
Calvin still embraced it with paternal affection 
since “God, when He gave it me in charge, 
bound me to be faithful forever.” In a dignified 
and gentlemanly fashion Calvin answered the 
Cardinal, concluding his masterful presentation: 


“May the Lord grant, Sadoleto, that you 
and your party may at length, perceive that 
the only true bond of Church unity is 
Christ the Lord, who has reconciled us to 
God the Father, and will gather us out of 
our present dispersion into the fellowship 
of His body, and so, through His own Word 
and Spirit, we may grow together into one 
heart and soul.” 


This magnanimous action of Calvin so en- 
deared him to Geneva that he was recalled. 
On his return, he pursued a wise and con- 
ciliatory course, making no complaint against 
his expulsion and demanding no punishment 
of those who had done it. 


“I value the public peace and concord 
so highly, that I lay restraint upon myself 
. On my arrival it was in my power to 
have disconcerted our enemies most tri- 
umphantly, entering with full sail among 
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the whole of that tribe who had done the 
mischief. I have abstained. If I had liked, 
I could daily, not merely with impunity, 
but with the approval of very many, have 
used sharp reproof. I forbear; even with 
the most scrupulous care do I avoid any- 
thing of the kind, lest even by some slight 
word I should appear to persecute any in- 
dividual, much less all of them at once. 
May the Lord confirm me in this disposi- 
tion of mind.” ! 


One of the most beautiful examples of Calvin’s 
personal tolerance is seen in his treatment of 
Melanchthon’s Loci Communes. This is the 
one work of the Reformation period that can 
dispute with Calvin’s /nstitutes the preeminence, 
as the Protestant textbook of systematic theology. 
Here was a great opportunity for professional 
jealousy. Calvin rose above it. Further there 
had developed a divergence between the later 
editions of Melanchthon’s work and Calvin on 
the place of the human will in salvation. The 
difference was recognized and discussed by the 
two men in friendly letters. Yet Calvin pub- 
lished the new edition of the Loct Communes 
in French in 1546 with a highly commendatory 
introduction by himself. He describes the book 
as a summary of all things necessary for a 
Christian to know on the way of salvation, ex- 
pressed in the simplest manner by its learned 
author. He recognizes their differences on the 
subject of free will and says that Melanchthon 
seems to concede to man some share in his sal- 
vation, yet in such a manner that God’s grace 
is not in any way diminished and no ground 
is left to us for boasting. Henry remarks: 


“So free were these rare men of ambition, 
love of glory, and littleness of spirit; that 
they thought of nothing but the salvation of 
the world. Calvin wanted France to love 
Melanchthon as much as he did, and to be 


” 9 


converted to Christ through him.” ? 


Another example of Calvin’s tolerance comes 
out in his dealing with the Marian exiles in 
Frankfort, 1554-1555. There the British Prot- 
estants worshipped in the same Church used 
by French exiles so that the simpler services of 
the Huguenots attracted the attention of their 
English-speaking co-religionists. The latter were 
using the Second Prayer Book adopted under 
Edward VI. John Knox led a group in demand- 
ing that this be simplified, but Edmund Grindal 
and Richard Cox insisted on continuing the 
substance of the Prayer Book. Controversy 
waxed warm between the Knoxians and the 
Coxians. Calvin confessed “many tolerable in- 
eptitudes” in the prayer book but advised that 
ceremonies were only in the fourth place after 
the Word, the sacraments and discipline. Ac- 
cordingly, he urged that there be no division 
over this matter. 
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In treating Calvin’s view of ceremonies one 
must keep in mind that the Second Book of 
Edward VI was essentially a Protestant worship. 
Earlier Calvin had expressed to Melanchthon 
his disapproval of chanting in Latin, of pic- 
tures and candles in churches, of exorcism in 
baptism and other Roman rites that had not 
been purged from the Lutheran worship. And 
when Melanchthon was moved to compromise 
with the Leipsiz Interim which accepted Roman 
ritual Calvin protested both in private letter and 
in his tract to Charles V. In the former, he 
stated: 


“You extend the distinction of non-essen- 
tial too far. You are aware that the Papists 
have corrupted the worship of God in a 
thousand ways. Several of these things which 
you consider indifferent are obviously re- 
pugnant to the Word of God... .We con- 
sider our ink too precious if we hesitate 
to bear testimony in writing to those things 
which so many of the flock are daily sealing 
with their blood. ... I had rather die with 
you a hundred times than see you survive 
the doctrines surrendered by you.” 


In the appeal to Charles V against the 
Interims, he describes these as the German 
Adultery and declares that even a dog will give 
his life to maintain the honor of his master. 
Ought not the believer to give his that the 
truth of God may stand? 


Dr. John T. McNeil, Calvinism, 1954, labors 
the point that in his relations with these British 
Reformers Calvin did not object to their epis- 
copacy. The meat in this statement is that 
Calvin put first things first. By the influence 
and support of such Continental Reformers as 
Calvin, Bucer, Bullinger and John a Lasco, the 
Marian Exiles were able to bring the Church 
of England into the Reformed family. It was 
no easy task, and all that they sought was not 
accomplished. But despite the high church pro- 
clivities of the masterful Queen, Grindal, Cox, 
Jewell, Sandys and their associates were used 
of God to reform the Church of England. 
Grindal incurred the wrath of the Queen as 
he stood manfully for the use of prophecyings 
in order to train a ministry of the Word for the 
churches of England. Elizabeth put him under 
house arrest, but prophecyings and Protestant 
reformation went on in the churches of old 
England. 


In answer to an invitation from Archbishop 
Cranmer March 20, 1552, asking for a meeting 
with Melanchthon, Bullinger and others in 
Lambeth Place to draw up a consensus creed 
for the Reformed Churches, Calvin replied: 


“I wish, indeed, it could be brought about 
that men of learning and authority from the 
cifferent churches should meet somewhere, 
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and after thoroughly discussing the different 
articles of faith, should by a unanimous 
decision, deliver down to posterity some 
certain rule of doctrine. . . 


As to myself, if I should be thought of 
any use, I would not, if need be, object to 
cross ten seas for such a purpose. If the 
assisting of England were alone concerned, 
that would be motive enough for me. Much 
more, therefore, am I of opinion, that | 
ought to grudge no labor or trouble, see- 
ing that the object in view is an agreement 
among the learned, to be drawn up by the 
weight of their authority according to Scrip- 
ture, in order to unite churches seated far 
apart.” 


Here is Calvin’s ecumenicity. He reckons 
the marked divisions between the different 
churches as among the chief evils of the age. 
He seeks to heal these divisions and thinks no 
effort too laborious to that end. But the ground 
on which he seeks to secure it is not at all 
indifference as to doctrine. Rather it is “some 
certain rule of doctrine” drawn “according to 
Scripture.” What would be included in these 
doctrines? In view of the current doctoral study 
by an Episcopal rector, it is evident that the 
substitutionary atonement is the key to Calvin’s 
theology, P. van Buren, CHRIST IN OUR 
PLACE. In the light of Professor T. F. Tor- 
rance’s KINGDOM AND CHURCH it is pre- 
eminently true of Calvin that the reign of 
Christ is the great end for which the Church 
exists. Whatever other elements Calvin might 
or might not insist upon, we are convinced 
that he would not advocate a Church merger 
which sits lightly upon the atonement or one 
that substitutes majority rule for the reign of 
Jesus Christ, the sole King and the only Law- 
giver in Zion. According to the Institutes 
IV,1.12 the necessary doctrines are such as these: 
that there is one God, that Christ is God and the 
Son of God, that our salvation depends on the 
mercy of God. 


Finally, Calvin was tolerant of the variations 
of Protestant views on the Lord’s Supper. This 
was the divisions issue within the Reformation 
family and here Calvin labored hardest to 
understand and to reconcile. He stood between 
Luther and Zwingli, being closer to the former 
in insisting on the objective presence of Christ 
in the whole service of the Lord’s Supper and 
closer to the latter in his exegesis of the clause, 
Hoc est corpus Meum. Indeed, in seeking 
peace and harmony here Calvin did some of 
his best theological work. For one thing he 
related the sacrament to the great acts of God 
according to the analogy of the faith. God, the 
eternal Son, took our human nature and there- 
after gave us of His Holy Spirit to bring us 
into union with Himself. In this sacrament, 
He truly feeds us by His Spirit and His Word 
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sealed with the sign of a supper. He conveys 
to us the bountiful grace of God received from 
the fount of Deity and supplied to us from 
the reservoir of His glorified humanity. Our 
first duty in the matter is not scientific defini- 
tion but the obedience of faith. That is, we 
are to come to Christ and feed upon him, to 
draw from this fountain and from no other 
source until all our proper needs be truly satis. 
fied. Our first responsibility is to accept His 
word that He is the bread of life by feeding 
upon Him. In so doing, there is greater bless- 
ing for the heart than the head can understand, 
and more that the mind can understand than 
the pen or mouth can express. Thus did Calvin 
come to the true notion of faith in distinction 
from scientific exposition or demonstration. Here 
Calvin is being followed by significant scholars 
today and will be followed by many in the 
days that are to come. 


If you will allow a personal word, I first cast 
anchor in Calvin when I went to the Institutes 
for a more adequate treatment of the Lord’s 
Supper. Now, a third of a century later, I am 
convinced that this approach was Providential 
and that the full sweep of Calvin’s doctrine of 
the Supper as a matter of faith and of the anal- 
ogy of faith is yet to bear fruit in the Protestant 
world. The first thing we are to do, at the 
Table of the Lord, is to feed upon Christ Who 
here presents Himself to us as the bread of life. 

The Intolerance of Calvin 

On the other hand, Calvin was intolerant 
when the truth of God was at stake. For him, 
the things of God come before those of man 
even as they have priority in the ten command- 
ments, in the Lord’s Prayer, in the angel chorus 
at Bethlehem and in the Apostles’ Creed. In 
the Jnstitutes, I11.xix.13, Calvin writes: 

“So charity ought to be subservient to the 
purity of faith. It becomes us, indeed, to 
have regard to charity; but we must not 
offend God for the love of our neighbor.” 


This intolerance showed itself in Calvin's 
break with the Roman Catholic Church. Always 
a high churchman, it was a difficult wrench to 
separate from the Church of his devout mother. 
But when he could find no peace from the 
fear of eternal hell in the ceremonies and teach- 
ings of the Roman Church, God suddenly sub- 
dued Calvin's heart to the obedience of His 
own Word. In the reply to Sadoleto, Calvin 
admits, “I had from a boy professed the Chris- 
tian faith, and I had been taught that I was 
redeemed by the death of Thy Son from the 
liability to eternal death, but the redemption 
I thought of was one whose virtue would never 
reach me.” For, according to the papal teach- 
ing, God’s clemency towards men is confined 
to those who show themselves deserving of it 
by their good works, by making satisfactions 
for their sins, and by seeking the intercession 
of the saints. 
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The Cardinal insisted that everything intro- 
duced into the worship and life of the Church 
had the approval of the Holy Spirit, Calvin 
held that only those things which are grounded 
in the Word of God are of the Spirit. He placed 
fidelity to Christ and the purity of the Gospel 
over against the commandments of men. In 
reply to the Theses of the Faculty of Paris, he 
said that the Church is the wife of Christ only 
so long as she follows His Word. When she 
recedes from this truth she ceases to be a spouse 
and becomes an adulteress, Tracts, 1.26-27, 103. 
To Sadoleto, he writes: 

“Now Cardinal, if you bear to receive 
a truer definition of the Church than your 
own, say, in future, that it is the society of 
all saints, spread over the whole world, and 
existing in all ages, yet bound together by 
the one doctrine and the one Spirit of 
Christ, which cultivates and observes unity 
of faith and brotherly concord,” Tracts, i.37. 
Calvin holds as an indisputable axiom that 

nothing ought to be admitted in the Church 
as the Word of God but what is contained in 
the law, the prophets or the apostolic writings, 
Institutes IV.viii.8. “God denies to any man 
the right to promulgate any new articles of faith, 
in order that He alone may be the master in 
spiritual doctrine,” ibid., par. 9. Thus it is 
mere pretense to assume that the Church has 
the right in its councils to make new articles 
of faith, ibid., par. 10. Christ has exempted be- 
lievers from necessary obligation to all human 
authorities in matters of conscience, III.xix.14. 

Again Calvin was intolerant of wickedness 
even when that appeared in the person of a 
patriot, a supporter, or a community leader. 
Patriots who had thrown off the yoke of Rome 
and Savoy insisted on their right to enjoy their 
hard won liberties. The Libertines went fur- 
ther, teaching a community of goods and of 
women, Pierre Ameaux of an old patriot family 
represented the first group. In the second group, 
his wife was condemned for the theory and prac- 
tice of “free-lovism” of the worst kind. Such 
Libertines rejected the Scripture as a dead letter 
or used allegorical interpretations to get from 
it their own fancies. Some carried their system 
to pantheism, others to atheism and blasphem- 
ous anti-Christianity. 

Calvin was exiled from Geneva because he 
stood for the sanctity and independence of the 
Church in Geneva. In the very midst of the 
trial of Servetus the issue came up again in 
the action of the City Council freeing Philibert 
Berthelier from the excommunication decreed 
against him by the Church. In direct opposi- 
tion to the Council, Calvin exclaimed in the 
words of Chrysostom: 

“I will lay down my life ere these hands 
shall reach forth the sacred things of God 
to those who have been branded as His 
despisers.”” 
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Even Ami Perrin was moved and secretly 
directed Berthelier not to approach the com- 
munion table. The sacrament was celebrated 
“in profound silence, and under solemn awe, 
as if the Deity Himself had been visibly present 
among them.” 


What Calvin did for the sixteenth century 
was to make the unseen government and author- 
ity of God, to which all must bow, as visible 
to the intellectual eye of faith as the mechanism 
of the mediaeval Church had been to the eye 
of sense. Men as they gazed saw that they were 
in the immediate presence of the authority of 
God Himself, directly responsible to Him. In 
lieu of the Pope’s House they were given a 
vision of the “house of God not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens,” and summoned 
to bring their lives into conformity with the 
divine archetype. 

Geneva came out of the crucible of Calvin’s 
victory over the Libertines with a degree of 
moral and spiritual prosperity which distin- 
guished her from any other city for several 
generations. “What a startling contrast she pre- 
sents, for instance, to Rome, the city of the 
vicar of Christ and his cardinals, as described 
by Roman Catholic writers of the sixteenth 
century! If ever in this wicked world the ideal 
of Christian civil society can be realized in a 
civil community with a mixed population, it 
was in Geneva from the middle of the six- 
teenth to the middle of the eighteenth century.”? 
In 1556 John Knox found it the most perfect 
school of Christ that was ever in the earth since 
the days of the Apostles. Fifty years after Cal- 
vin’s death, Valentine Andreae, a noted Luth- 
eran Churchman, found in it still a purity of 
morals, of domestic life and of public disci- 
pline wanting in other communities and equal 
to that in his own father’s home. Indeed, even 
Philip Jacob Spener found oil for his Pietist 
lamp in Geneva. 


The Execution of Michael Servetus 


Finally, Calvin was intolerant of heresy as 
the flames which took the life of Michael 
Servetus of Villeneuve on October 27th, 1553, 
eloquently attest. In considering this tragic epi- 
sode it is very difficult to remain objective. Yet, 
Professor Emile Doumergue who offers the 
account most favorable to Calvin is also the 
disciple who initiated the erection of the Monu- 
ment of Expiation at Champel on the three 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the event. 
Here the error of Calvin and of his times is 
condemned, and liberty of conscience affirmed 
as the true heritage of the Reformation. 


Ere the first century of the Christian Roman 
Empire was complete, Theodosius the Great had 
enunciated imperial decrees against heresy and 
Maximus the usurper had executed Priscil- 
lianists at Treves. Following this, even Augus- 
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tine was driven by the extremes of the Donatists 
to favor the use of the sword to stay their dis- 
orders. Thus, persecution for heresy became 
a part of the thinking of Christendom. 


As a youth of twenty the brilliant Servetus 
wrote an attack on the Church’s doctrine en- 
titled, THE ERRORS OF THE TRINITY. 
In this and in his later books, “there were 
few doctrines of the Reformers with which 
Servetus did not totally disagree.’* And “if 
his views were known, he would have been 
banished or burned in any land of Europe.” 
As early as 1530, Oecolampadius of Basel con- 
demned Servetus’ belligerent temper and _ his 
Arian positions. Zwingli counselled any means 
that were possible to prevent “his horrible blas- 
phemies” from breaking out to the prejudice of 
the Christian religion. Bullinger described him 
as Servetus or perdetus. Bucer of Strasbourg 
roundly condemned him. In 1532, Aleander’ 
Luther’s opponent at Worms, wrote “These 
heretics of Germany, Lutheran or Zwinglian, 
ought to punish him, if they are so very Chris- 
tian and evangelical and defenders of the faith 
as they boast, because he is as much Ra sae 
to their profession as to the Catholic.” 


While hiding under an assumed name and 
another profession, Servetus turned to Calvin 
because he had no other place to turn. The 
Roman Catholic Inquisition was seeking him in 
Spain and in Toulouse and using even his 
brother in an effort to find him. Every other 
Protestant city had condemned or expelled him. 
He fancied that he could win Geneva to his 
Restitution of Christianity. Calvin rejected his 
advances, pointed out his errors, sent him a 
copy of his own /nstitutes of the Christian Re- 
ligion, and did not betray him to the Inquisition 
at the time of their correspondence (1546-47) . 


Indeed, Calvin began his public life as an 
advocate of tolerance. His initial book was a 
commentary on Seneca’s De Clementia, and the 
first edition of the Jnstitutes declares that, 


“It is criminal to put heretics to death. 
To make an end of them by fire and sword 
is opposed to every principle of humanity.” 


The Letter to Francis I and Cop’s Address 
urge tolerance for the oppressed Protestants and 


a reasonable consideration of their claims in 
the light of the Word. 


Though in the abstract young Calvin favored 
tolerance in matters of conscience, in the hurdy- 
gurdy of hard history the Reformer found 
his evangelical brethren thrown in prison and 
put to the stake on the charge that they denied 
all the articles of the Christian religion. Earlier 
Peter Caroli had charged Farel and Calvin with 
Arianism. Tolerance of the heretical author 
of De Trinitatis Erroribus would lend weight 
to the charge. Moreover, the law read, “He 
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that blasphemeth the Name of the LORD, he 
shall surely be put to death . . . as well the 
sojourner as the home born,” Lev. 24.16. The 
Christian world of the sixteenth century regard- 
ed Servetus as a blasphemer of the Holy Trinity 
and of the living God. In his pantheism he held 
that when one stamped on the pavement, he 
stamped on God. He was asked if the Devil 
were not, then, also God and replied, “Who 
doubts it?” 


Dr. Georgia Harkness holds that Calvin was 
not naturally cruel since he never put a Roman 
Catholic to death for his positions. The utmost 
penalty for the majority of those whose views 
differed was exile. Calvin did not favor burn- 
ing for heresy, but he did favor capital pun- 
ishment for blasphemy. 


Five Protestant scholars from Berne were be- 
trayed, tortured, tried and executed in Lyons 
in 1552-1553. Antione Arneys, a Catholic in 
Lyons, wrote to his cousin Guillaumo Trio in 
Geneva taunting him with living in a city de- 
void of ecclesiastical order and discipline. In 
other words the imprisonment and expected 
execution of the five scholars was justified on 
the ground of the alleged departure from the 
faith and order of Christendom on the part of 
the Protestants. De Trie wrote back from Geneva 
telling of the hidden heretic in Lyons serving 
as a medical doctor and yet putting out state- 
ments describing the blessed Trinity as a three- 
headed Cerberus and a monster of hell. With 
the letter went the first four leaves of the 
Restitutio. Of course, Servetus denied the 
charge and to save his Geneva friend from em- 
barassment and if possible ease the fate of the 
Protestant scholars Calvin furnished to de Trio 
the evidence that the anonymous physician was 
Michael Servetus. As a result he was arrested 
and condemned to be burned by the Roman 
Catholic Inquisition. Before the matter could 
be consummated, Servetus escaped and came to 
Geneva. 


There he was detected and arrested. Even 
before coming he had some information and 
contacts with leading Libertines such as Ami 
Perrin and apparently thought that they would 
support him so that he could supplant Calvin 
and take over the leadership of Geneva. Calvin 
was not a judge in Geneva, not even a citizen. 
He had no civil position. But he did act as 
a kind of religious prosecuting attorney, trying 
to get Servetus to admit and recant his errors 
and also setting forth these errors on the Trinity, 
on his pantheism, and on other Christian doc- 
trines. The Libertines were willing to use Ser- 
vetus to unseat Calvin, but when they appealed 
to the other Protestant cities for advice the re- 
plies came back calling tor his execution. In 
the end Calvin pleaded for a milder form of 
capital punishment, and the aged Farel came 
to Geneva to try to win the condemned man 
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to a penitent frame of mind. Who shall say 
he entirely failed in this last effort? Servetus 
died crying, “Jesus, thou Son of the eternal God, 
have mercy upon me.” 


On the occasion of the establishment of the 
assembly of the congregation at Sinai, three 
thousand were slain, Exodus 32.28. At the found- 
ing of the Church in Jerusalem, Ananias and 
Sapphira perished. This hunted heretic was 
burned to manifest to sixteenth century Europe 
that Protestantism was not anti-trinitarian pan- 
theism but applied the law of Leviticus as 
Christendom had understood it for a thousand 
years. 


Since this was one too many to burn for 
his erroneous convictions, therefore the disciple 
of Calvin stops at the monument of expiation 
at Champel and bows his head in shame for 
Calvin’s mistake. But which one of us does 


not also need to bow his head in penitence 
at a moment of expiation for his own errors 
in both the matters of tolerance and of intol- 
erance? Thank God, He has given us a monu- 
ment not only of expiation but also of propitia- 
tion at Calvary. As one bows there in confession 
for past failures and transgressions, may each 
acknowledge anew the lordship of Jesus,. be- 
seeching His more complete guidance that one 
may tread in a more acceptable manner the 
thorny path of tolerance and of intolerance— 
that the truth of the Gospel may remain intact 
among us, Gal. 2.6. 


! Letter to Myconius of Basel, March 14, 1542. 

2P. Henry, The Life of John Calvin, 1.376. 

3 Schaff, P., History of the Christian Church, V1I.515. 

4 Hunter, A. M., The Teaching of Calvin, 1950, London, 
p. 242. 

5 Bainton, R., Hunted Heretic, 1953, Boston, p. 104. 

6 Ibid., p. 70. 


Presbyterian Predestination 


By G. AIKEN TAYLOR, Ph.D. 


A heart-breaking article has just appeared in 
th PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK from the 
pen of Dr. Kenneth Foreman. It is an article 
leaving an ache in the heart because it so perfectly 
discloses, between its lines, the reasons for the un- 
fortunate tension today tearing at the vitals of the 
strongest (even if not the largest) Presbyterian 
body in the world. 


The author wrote an “open letter” to the Presby- 
tery of Brazos, which this year sent up to the 
Assembly the ill-fated request that the paragraphs 
dealing with the “negative” aspects of the historic 
doctrine of Predestination be removed from the 
Confession of Faith. One fervently may wish that 
the issue had not been joined on the level repre- 
sented by the department of theology of a seminary. 
Yet, on the other hand, a letter as “open” as this 
one cannot be rudely ignored. It casts the cards 
on the table in an open challenge, for all to see. 
Let us look at them. 


The subject, of course, is the doctrine of Pre- 
destination. Following the universal, historic 
treatment of the theme as it is found in Scripture 
in Patristic and in Reformed writings, our Con- 
fession affirms that God’s Sovereignty extends to 
all things. It becomes specific, declaring that if 
His dominion emcompasses the fortunes and desti- 
nies of men, it must include the fate of all men, 
both bad and good. God cannot Call, with 
Sovereign authority, a portion of mankind, while 
leaving the rest to pursue their free and inde- 
pendent way in defiance of His Will. Either He 
is inflexibly Sovereign over all things, or He is 
inflexibly Sovereign over none. 
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No one would claim to understand the full im- 
plications of the thought of absolute Sovereignty. 
If some of the implications are pursued to their 
logical conclusions, the effect is disconcerting to 
the finite mind. We simply cannot explain how 
the finite and the Infinite can mix without clash- 
ing. And the greatest problem our minds face is 
not that an Infinite God determines all things, 
but rather that an Infinite God who determines 
all things has yet granted us some measure of in- 
dependence without surrendering His Sovereignty. 


Christians such as Luther, wrestling with the 
problem of foreordination and free will, have seen 
no solution but that one which affirms man’s total 
lack of freedom. Calvin, however, stubbornly fol- 
lowed the Apostle Paul in his bold affirmation of 
both freedom and determination. With the Apostle 
he declared that God will have all men to be 
saved. With the Apostle he further declared that 
all things work for good to them that are called 
according to God’s eternal purpose. And with the 
Apostle he regretfully but firmly concluded that 
there is both goodness and severity in our God 
who has mercy on whom He will have mercy and 


whom He will He hardeneth. 


It is true, as critics of our Confession have said, 
that apparent contradictions exist in the Creed. 
But they also seem to appear in the Holy Scriptures. 
You cannot quote Timothy to prove that the 
doctrine of Reprobation cannot be, unless you also 
quote Romans that it can be. But there are no 
contradictions in the mind of God, however His 
ways look to us. We mortals surrender to unbelief 
when we argue that the ways of the Almighty 
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must pass inspection betore our finite logic or else 
we will not believe. 


In the article which has given us such concern, 
the distinguished author praises the high act of 
courage which he sees in the action of the Presby- 
tery originating the overture on behalf of a cause 
which may have been lost but was nevertheless 
supported by high reasons. He writes that this 
act of courage thrilled his heart. He refers to the 
deplorable state of a Church which gives such a 
proposal less than a Chinaman’s chance. He de- 
clares that we Presbyterians continue to pay lip- 
service to articles of faith which we do not actually 
believe and he deplores the state of affairs which 
allows the official voice of the Church to be other 
than that of the overwhelming majority of its 
members or presbyteries (he has reference to the 
fact that exactly 20 years ago an identical proposal 
was enthusiastically endorsed by the Assembly and 
passed by 2/3—but not 3/4—of the presbyteries). 
He concludes by asserting that if our people went 
to the Bible, they would find its teachings contrary 
to the official creed of the Church. 


However regrettable, it is perhaps salutary that 
the divisions existing among us are being set in 
such vivid and public relief these days. For some 
time, now, the church has been given the im- 
pression that widespread discontent with the Con- 
fession of Faith exists. Dr. Foreman, in 1953, 
wrote a series of articles on the particular subject 
of Predestination. I waited in vain, throughout 
the series, for some favorable reference to the 
theological heritage of the Reformed Faith. There 
was none. Every reference to the Confession was 
deprecatory or critical. In that series, the 1938- 
1939 close failure to amend the Constitution was 
repeatedly held to demonstrate that Presbyterians 
do not believe the documents to which they have 
set their hands. Today the subject continues to 
be definitive as an issue before the Church. In it 
we may well detect and throw into relief other 
matters needing attention. With particular refer- 


ence to the article at hand, the following should 
be said: 


1) The recent disinclination of the Assembly to 
peck at the doctrines of Predestination is not di- 
rectly related to any procedural difficulties in- 
volving the 3/4 rule for changing the Confession 
of Faith. The Assembly of 1938 did indeed approve 
the proposal which this Assembly rejected. And 
some 61 Presbyteries followed that approval with 
their endorsement. But if that bit of history proves 
anything, it is that our Church of today is either 
more informed or more concerned. For this time 
the proposal received virtually no support either 
in committee or on the floor of the Assembly. You 
could have counted on one hand the number of 
committeemen who voted for it. And the vote on 
the floor of the Assembly was in proportion. No 
one knows, of course, how the Presbyteries would 
have voted. But far from providing another illus- 
tration of the alleged evil of the 3/4 rule, a 
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Presbytery vote on the issue may well have proved 
that no unofficial hierarchy is today speaking for 


the Church. 


2) It was repeatedly implied that the 3/4 rule 
keeps Presbyterians bound to a Constitution con- 
taining so many affirmations the contemporary 
Church no longer believes, that it (the Consti- 
tution) cannot be said to reflect the faith of the 
overwhelming majority of the Church. This of 
course, is a matter of opinion, as we have had no 
recent expression of the voice of the Church on 
the subject. However, it is possible that the op- 
posite may be true and that those who presume 
to speak thus for the Church are speaking only 
for themselves. The temper of the 1958 Assembly 
was not the temper of the 1938 Assembly. Whether 
we are witnessing a swing back to a wholesome 
stand upon the historic Reformed Faith remains to 
be seen. But it is not without significance that 
those of our denomination who most earnestly find 
reason to deplore the “widening chasm between 
clergy and laity” are often the same persons advo- 


cating a break with the “outmoded gospel of the 
17th Century.” 





3) It is hardly necessary to comment on the 
validity of the arguments advanced against the 
doctrine of Reprobation itself. The points, a) that 
Reprobation discourages Evangelism, b) that double 
Predestination vitiates any helpful doctrine of As- 
surance and c) that the historic Reformed position 
contains logical contradictions when it affirms both 
the salvation and the condemnation inherent in 
Grace—these points may be studied in detail in 
any good Methodist textbook in theology. Many 
sincere Christians are not of the Reformed per- 
suasion. Presbyterians, however, are. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 5 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Introducing The Gospel 


Background Scripture: Luke 1:1-4; 3:1-14; Acts 1:15 


Devotional Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 


Why do we have four gospels? Why not just one Life of Jesus Christ. This question has been often 
asked. The all sufficient answer is that this was God’s plan for presenting the story of Jesus. We can 


see some of the advantages of such a plan. 


In our homes we often have many pictures of our loved ones. We have these taken from different 
view-points — a side view, a full-faced position, one sitting, another standing. In this way we get a 


better idea of just what the person looked like. 
So, in the gospels we see Jesus from different 
angles. He is the same Jesus, the Son of God 
and Son of man, but one of the writers seems 
to stress some special feature of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Then Jesus Christ is to 
be a World-Saviour and there are different na- 


tionalities to be reached. Let me illustrate 
simply. 


Matthew is writing especially for the Jews. 
His gospel is full of quotations from the Old 
Testament showing the fulfillment of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy. He starts with a genealogical 
table tracing the ancestry of our Lord back, 
showing that He is the son of David and the 
son of Abraham. To the devout Jew this was 
very important for he knew that the Promised 
Messiah was to come through this line. Then 
he gives verses from the Old Testament, usually 
beginning, For thus it is written. If I were try- 
ing to show a Jew that His Messiah has come 
and that He is the one promised, I believe I 
would use the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus is pre- 
sented as the King of the Jews. 


Mark, who seems to have the influence of 
Peter in his gospel, appears to be writing 
especially for the Romans. His might be called 
the Gospel of the Powerful Servant of the Lord. 
There is tremendous activity and the word 
“straightway” is often used to denote this. The 
Romans would care little for Jewish lines of 


ancestry, but the Romans almost worshipped 
power. 


John tells us why he writes his gospel — 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. John does not stop 
with Abraham, or even with Adam, in his trac- 
ing of the ancestry of Jesus but says, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” He wants 
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us to see the Deity of our Lord. We see it in 
all the gospels, but John stresses this particular 
point to get us to believe and have life. 


We take up the Gospel of Luke today to begin 
our studies in the Life of Christ. Luke, the 
companion of Paul, was a Gentile. His gospel 
seems to be presenting Jesus as the Ideal Man, 
the second head of the human race. Paul tells 
us that as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. Luke traces the ancestry of 
Jesus back to Adam. He is especially appealing, 
some think, to the Greek, who was looking for 
the perfect man. In Christ we do find the 
Perfect Man. He is more than man; He is God, 
but He is a real man. 


So, as we study the Life of Jesus Christ as 
revealed to us in the Gospels may we see Jesus 
as the Most Marvelous Personality ever to be 
on this earth: The Son of God, the Son of Man, 
the God-Man who is the Only Redeemer of a 
lost and ruined world. He meets all our needs 
and appeals to all races, all nations, all classes 
of people. It takes four pictures to present such 
a unique pe srsonality. We see Him from all sides 
as He is thus presented to us. We seem to con- 
fine our studies to the first three gospels, but 
I feel that we should also be sure and get the 
viewpoint of John as well as Matthew, Mark 
and Luke. 


I. Luke Introduces His Gospel: Luke 1:1-4. 


In these four verses we have Luke’s introduc- 
tion to his Gospel. At the risk of repeating 
some of what I have already said, I wish to quote 
rather extensively from some of the notes in 
the New Analytical Bible which I use as a study 
Bible. “According to Eusebius and Jerome, 
Luke was a native of Antioch in Syria, and was 
therefore the only Gentile writer of the Scrip- 
tures. He was a man of education, a Greek of 
Grecian culture. He was a physician, a profes- 
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sion that in his day was almost entirely in the 
hands of the Greeks.” 


“He was Paul’s companion from Troas to 
Philippi on the second missionary journey 
(Acts 16:10-17) where he probably remained for 
some time, but again became his companion and 
continued with him to the close of the narrative 
which was about 58 to 63 A.D. In II Timothy 
2:11 Paul mentions that Luke was with him 
which was during his second imprisonment in 
Rome. We know nothing of Luke’s later life. 
We can understand how he the physician would 
give such prominence to the healing nature of 
Christ’s redeeming work. 


“This Gospel is less chronological than those 
of Mark and John. He groups his details ‘in 
order’ but the order is that of grouping the 
details and carrying forward each series to the 
end before taking up the next. His style is 
that of an educated man. There are many par- 
ticulars which he alone records, which will later 
be noted more specifically. That the human, 
tender, all-embracing compassion of our Lord 
is made prominent appears from the narrative 
itself, especially in the passages found only in 
this Gospel. Nearly one-third of the matter is 
peculiar to this Gospel. 


“What is of great importance is the fact that 
Luke was closely associated with the Apostle 
Paul, the great apostle to the Gentiles. To 
him he was ‘the beloved physician,’ was the 
companion and fellow-laborer of the greatest 
of the apostles, came under his influence, and, 
no doubt, was greatly aided by him in his work. 


“Origen, who flourished in the first half of 
the third century, declares that this Gospel was 
written for the sake of the Greeks who had 
espoused the Christian faith. Gregory, bishop 
of Constantinople, in the fourth century, states 
that ‘Luke, the companion of Paul, wrote in 
Greece,’ and also for the Greeks.” 


There were three classes of people in that 
day — the Jew, the Roman, and the Greek. 
The Jew and Roman were exclusive; the Greek 
was the “universal man.” The full-grown Jew 
was a Pharisee; the full-grown Roman was a 
Caesar; but the full-grown Greek was a world 
man. In this Gospel Jesus is presented, not as 
the Jewish Messiah, the fulfillment of prophecy; 
He is not Almighty Power, the World-Con- 
queror, but the Perfect, the universal man. 


There are characteristic additions and omis- 
sions. I wish to mention several of these as 
listed in the Analytical Bible, not exact quota- 
tions. 1. The thirty years of His life before 
He began His ministry. While Matthew deals 
with six things pertaining to this, Luke deals 
with twelve. 2. Luke does not record the early 
Judean ministry. 3. Only three of the seven 
parables of the kingdom are given. 4. The 
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In these four verses Luke reveals the careful 
historian. He searched the records of those who 
were eye-witnesses and traced carefully from the 
very first. He wanted Theophilus to know the 
certainty of those things wherein he had been 
instructed. We see how inspiration works. We 
believe that Luke was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. He was not a machine, but a man, with 
his own brains and his own characteristics and 
he was carried along by the Spirit so that what 
he wrote was true. He used all his powers of 
mind and heart, and the Spirit guided his 
brain and his pen. It was verbal inspiration 
but not a mechanical sort of thing. Do we 
not pray for a degree at least of such inspiration 
every time we try to “get up a sermon’? We 
use our brains and yet we rely upon the Spirit 
for giving us the right thoughts and right words. 


II. The Ministry of John the Baptist: 
Luke 3:1-14. 


Notice how careful Luke is to give details 
as to just when John started his ministry. He 
had entered into minute details in regard to 
the birth of John and the birth of Jesus. He 
shows the difference between the two. He makes 
sure that we know that Jesus was a supernatural 
Being, conceived by the Holy Spirit. The Virgin 
Birth of Jesus is so clearly revealed that if 
there were no other passages, this would be 
entirely sufficient. He looks at this from the 
physician’s viewpoint. John the Baptist was a 
great man, but Jesus is the God-man. The con- 
trast between the birth of Jesus and John is 
shown. 


John came as the fore-runner, to prepare the 
way for Christ. He preached the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins. The way 
must be prepared; the valleys filled and every 
mountain and hill made low, the crooked places 
made straight and the rough places smooth. | 
believe that wholesale repentance is our crying 
need today. We pray for revival but forget 
that God requires us to get ready. There are 
obstacles in the way and we must get them out. 
These low places that need filling up; there is 
pride and stubbornness that needs to be brought 
low; there is much that is crooked which must 
be made straight and rough places smooth. We 
are hoping for a Great Revival in Charlotte 
this Fall. Let us heed John the Baptist and 
“Prepare the Way.” 
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Luke gives some interesting answers to ques- 
tions which let us see what we must do. What 
are fruits worthy of repentance? The people 
asked him, What shall we do? and he told them 
to be kind and generous, sharing what they had 
with those who lacked. The publicans asked, 
What shall we do? and he told them to be 
honest. The soldiers demanded, What shall we 
do, and he said, Do violence to no man, neither 
accuse any falsely and be content with your 
wages. Are we American people bringing forth 
fruit worthy of repentance? Repentance is a 
necessary preparation if we are to have a real 
revival. May the Holy Spirit work genuine re- 
pentance in our hearts! 


Ill. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit: Acts 1:1-15. 


Luke wrote Acts as well as the Gospel. In 
the Gospel he relates what Jesus began both 
to do and teach and in the book of Acts, what 
He continued to do after the coming of the 


Holy Spirit. The “Acts of the Apostles” might 
well be called, “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.” 
John had said that Jesus would baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire. We have the 
record in the book of Acts, as Jesus continues 
His work after He had been with them for 
forty days, showing himself alive after his pas- 
sion by many infallible proofs, being seen of 
them forty days. They were to wait for the 
promise of the Father. So Luke gives not only 
the ministry of Jesus but the ministry of the 
Spirit. 


I usually use the Devotional Reading as my 
introduction. It makes a good conclusion for 
our lesson today: “But when the fullness of 
time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.” Read all four 
verses: Gal. 4:4-7. Christ came that we might 
be sons of God. 

















YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 5 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


My Church And Church Extension 


Scripture: Luke 24:44-53. 


Hymns: 
“Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim” 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Soldiers of Christ, Arise” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(This is the first in a unit of three pro- 
grams describing the work of church extension 
in our denomination. The purpose of this pro- 
gram is to show the scope of the work by enum- 
erating the divisions and departments of the 
Board of Church Extension and giving a brief 
description of their duties. A very interesting 
way to present this subject would be to invite 
a speaker to discuss the work of Church Ex- 
tension as it relates to your church .. . to 
show what your church has received from and 
contributed to Church Extension. Nearly every 
presbytery has a Church Extension Committee. 
It is likely that some member of that committee 
lives near your church, and would be willing 
to speak to your young people. Ask your min- 
ister for suggestions.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


When we speak of extending the church we 
have reference to its growth in size and strength. 
The church is the body of Christ . . . those 
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people who have been saved from their sins and 
united to God through faith in His Son. The 
church, then, is made up of true believers all 
over the world. When we speak of Church Ex- 
tension in our denomination, we are thinking of 
extending and strengthening the church here 
in the homeland in the particular area where 
we have chosen to work. Actually, we are ex- 
tending the church through the work of World 
Missions, but Church Extension is the term 
which we apply to our work at home. 


Until 1949 our Presbyterian Church, U.S., had 
a large number of separate committees and 
agencies which were charged with the responsi- 
bility of extending the church. In that year 
the General Assembly reorganized its commit- 
tees and agencies, assigning most of the work 
to five boards: the Board of World Missions, 
Board of Church Extension, Board of Christian 
Education, Board of Annuities and Relief, and 
Board of Women’s Work. Many appropriate 
agencies, institutions, and committees were con- 
solidated under the Board of Church Extension. 
Since 1949 several changes in the Board have 
been made. Some of the departments have been 
transferred to other boards, and new depart- 
ments have been established as the need has 
arisen. We want to give you a picture of the 
Board of Church Extension as it is organized 
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today and to indicate the many different ways 
it is serving our church. 


(A very attractive and effective way to present 
this information would be to make a chart or 
poster showing the divisions and departments 
of the board. In addition to listing the dif- 
ferent names, it would be interesting to paste 
an appropriate picture by the name of the de- 
partment, such as drafting tools by Church 
Architecture or the picture of a man in uni- 
form by Chaplains and Military Personnel. Dis- 
play your poster and give a brief description 
of each division of the Board together with its 
services. It would surely be a good idea to have 
your minister or some other authority on hand 
to serve as a resource person. The young peo- 
ple may have questions to ask that you cannot 
answer. We are indicating below a brief pic- 
ture of the organization of the Board of Church 
Extension.) 





THE BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
Division of Home Missions and Negro Work 


The Missionary Support Department provides 
advice and financial support for churches in 
all areas which are not self-supporting. It is 
also responsible for our work among the moun- 
tain people of the Ozark and Appalachian 
ranges, among the Indians in Oklahoma and 
Texas, among the Latin Americans in Texas, 
and among four foreign language groups 
throughout the South. 


The Urban Church Department conducts sur- 
veys in our growing cities and gives advice con- 
cerning the most strategic location of new 
churches and the relocation of existing churches. 


The Town and Country Church Department 
provides advice and practical helps for the more 
than sixty per cent of our churches which are 
located in town and country communities. It 
provides instruction and inspiration for min- 
_ isters of these churches through special institutes. 


The Sunday School Extension Department 
provides the services of a full time lay worker 
in each synod which will use one to help in 


the establishment and strengthening of Sunday 
Schools. 


The Church Architecture Department coun- 
sels with local churches regarding all their build- 
ing needs, giving advice and actual plans. 


The Chaplains and Military Personnel De- 
partment seeks to maintain the tie between the 
home church and its service personnel with 
special reference to providing help for chaplains. 


The Department of Negro Work is making 
a serious effort to reach the Negroes of the 
South with the Gospel in the name of our 
church. It provides support for Stillman Col- 
lege, for many of the small Negro churches, and 
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seeks to establish new churches in likely com. 
munities. 


The Division of Evangelism 


The purpose of this division is to lead the 
church to its primary responsibility, that of 
winning the lost to Christ. The division pro. 
vides literature and conducts conferences and 
campaigns on evangelism. It seeks to impart 
inspiration and instruction on all phases of 
evangelism. 


The Division of Homes and Christian Welfare 


This division was recommended by the 1957 
General Assembly. Its function will be to work 
with synods and presbyteries in all matters re. 
lating to children’s homes, nursing homes, and 
homes for the aging. 


Conclude the meeting with prayer, asking 
God’s blessings on the Board of Church Exten- 
sion and all its personnel. 





Say, Teenagers! 
Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, Ananias was a counterfeit. (Read 
all about it in Acts 4:32-37 and 5:1-1l). A 
counterfeit is a contemptible thing. It cheats 
at its source and robs at its destination, and 1s 
a lie all between. A counterfeit pretends to 
be what it is not, and works damage to every- 
body who is unwary enough to trust it. Its 
mother is deceit and its children are chagrin 
and disappointment. Ananias and his wife, 
Sapphira, were a pair of counterfeit Christians. 
They joined the Christian church at Jerusalem 
and wanted everybody to think they were “regu- 
lar fellers,’” but they were unwilling to pay 
the price, so, being counterfeits themselves, they 
counterfeited. But they didn’t get by with it. 
They did not realize they were dealing with 
the Holy Ghost, who could see through them 
like a piece of glass, and who gave Peter the 
power to see the perfidy that was in their coun- 
terfeit hearts. 


We are tearing Ananias all to pieces, aren't 





POSITION WANTED: 1958 Montreat College 
graduate desires position as Church Secre- 
tary. Can help with young people also. 
Holds B.S. degree in Church Secretary. Write 
Miss Rebecca Key, Woodland Park, Reids- 
ville, North Carolina. 
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» Let’s be careful. 


) fess in public? 


we? We are pulling him limb from limb and 
tossing his bones and his flesh, with his schemes 


and his cheats, to everlasting doom. But, hold! 
Let’s turn the searchlight of 
this lesson on ourselves. Are we real, honest- 
togoodness Christians? Are we dealing with 
God straight and fair? Are we living up to our 
vows? Are we living in private the life we pro- 
Are we getting credit for any- 


4 thing as Christians that we do not deserve? 


ear 


ane 


| acted his lie. 


Ananias was a liar. There is not a word on 
record that he ever said, but nevertheless he 
was a liar. His name is a synonym of a lie. He 
He was himself a lie. 


That is the most awful thing about telling 
a lie — the liar is the lie himself. His life is a 
lie. Like the counterfeit, everything he touches 
is false. He stands on a false basis. And his 
lying program begins with very small and harm- 
less looking deceptions. The leaning Tower 
of Pisa is only a tiny fraction of an inch crooked 
at its base, but it is sixteen and a half feet 
astray at the top, and it does not take a plumb- 
line to see it. The whole world knows it is 
crooked. 


Ananias told Peter — and God — a financial 
lie. It is one of the common lies in the Church 
today. I know a boy who is a member of the 
Church and who likes for people to think of 
him as a Christian. When the membership 


was canvassed for pledges to the Church’s bud- 
get for the year, he said he was a tither and 
pledged a rather good amount, so much per 
week. The deacons praised him for his worthy 
pledge. But soon the church treasurer missed 
his weekly envelope in the collection plate, and 
his pledge went unpaid the balance of the year 
and until now! He spent it on himself — 
the money he had pledged. Would you say 
he is another Ananias? Would you think of 
him as a counterfeit? 





Just as telling a lie is living a lie and being 
a lie, so is Truth a deeper thing than a mere 
statement of fact. Truth is the bedrock of an 
immortal foundation. One of the finest things 
you can say about a fellow is that he is trust- 
worthy. That means volumes. He is an asset 
to his community — to the world — because 
his life is true, an open book; he does not 
deceive. Nobody has any doubt as to where he 
stands on any moral question, or question of 
duty. Nobody has to ask. Everybody knows. 


Is it possible to shift from the lie-life to the 
Truth-life, would you ask me, Teenagers? Yes, 
a complete and unconditional surrender of the 
life to Him Who said, “I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life” secures the transfer. And the time 
is NOW. Delay is dangerous; it could be fatal. 

“Dare to be true: nothing can need a lie; 


A fault which needs it most, grows two thereby” 
(Herbert) 
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Presbyterian Preacher 
Writes New Book 


Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Centreville, Alabama, is 
author of a book just published by Baker Book 
House of Grand Rapids, Michigan, entitled, 
THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


Rev. Mr. Hamilton is well qualified to write a 
commentary of this nature. He is a graduate 
of the College of Wooster, Ohio (A.B.) and 
Princeton Theological Seminary (B.D., Th.M.). 
He also studied at Cornell university at Ithaca, 
New York. He taught Greek and Missions at 
Princeton Theological Seminary; Missions at 
Westminster Seminary; Bible at Union Chris- 
tian College, Pyengyang, Korea; Theology and 
Apologetics at the Presbyterian Seminary, 
Pyengyang, Korea; and Apologetics at the Korea 
Theological Seminary. He also served as a mis- 
sionary to the Orient. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS is an 
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exegetical and devotional commentary. It is per- 
haps the outstanding commentary to come from 
the pen of an evangelical scholar of this day. 
After an enlightening introduction the author 
proceeds passage by passage until the entire 
rich Epistle has been unfolded. 


The price of this book is $4.75 per copy. It 
may be ordered from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. 





Changes of Address: 


Rev. G. M. Armendariz, to 5402 Borden, Gal- 
veston, Texas. 


Rev. John Morrison, D.D., to 225 Kennedy Court, 
Louisville 6, Ky. 





Atlanta, Ga.—Col. and Mrs. Roy LeCraw are go- 
ing to the Far East representing the World Mission 
Board of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


They plan to go to Japan, Korea and Taiwan. 
They expect to spend some time with each of our 
Presbyterian Mission Stations in those countries, 
working with the missionaries and taking messages 
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of encouragement and support to them from the 
home church and doing all the good they can while 
they are there. 


Upon their return to this country in January, 
they expect to attend a number of World Mission 
Conferences and meetings throughout the Southern 
Church. 


Colonel LeCraw headed the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress several years before being called 
into active military duty in the Korean War and 
since his return from that war, he has traveled 
our Church constantly, speaking at Men’s Con- 
ferences, Churches, and other inspirational meet- 
ings in the interest of the Lord’s work. His em- 
phasis has always been on World Missions as he 
had gotten a strong conviction in his several wars 
and travels overseas that the only answer to our 
present world chaos is the Christian Message. His 
slogan throughout the Program of Progress 
and since, has been — “CHRIST THE ONLY 
ANSWER.” 





The General Fund and 


Interchurch Agencies 


Jan. 16 - August 29, 1958 


The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1958 $1,120,151.00 
Receipts to date 314,790.51 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 28.10% 


Balance needed for the year 805,360.49 
The Interchurch Agencies 

Budget for 1958 $28,314.00 
Receipts to date 10,076.66 


Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 35.58 % 
Balance needed for the year $18,237.34 





World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 2,055,350.62 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1958 45.37% 
Balance needed for 1958 2,474,649.38 





WILLIAM G. WEEKS 


New Iberia — Following is an extract from reso- 


lutions passed by the Session of the First Presby- 
terian Church: 


Almighty God, in His infinite Wisdom, called 
WILLIAM G. WEEKS to his eternal reward on 
July 7th, 1958. Mr. Weeks has served the First 
Presbyterian Church of New Iberia for more years 
than most of us can remember. He was one of 
the persons instrumental in the founding of this 
church; he prepared and had executed the Charter 
of this church under which we presently operate 
and have legal existence. Mr. Weeks has given 
liberally of his time and his talents to the founding 
and to the building of this church over a period of 
many years. He can truly be referred to as a 
“pillar” of the church for the welfare of his 
church was always foremost in his mind. 
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Mr. Weeks occupied the office of Ruling Elder 
for the greater part of his adult life. This office 
he discharged with ability; and his knowledge, 
ability and high Christian character was a great 
source of strength to the church throughout the 
many years of his long life. He held many other 
offices in the church throughout his life. He lived 
the type of life every church officer should live 
and his life can be a source of inspiration to those 
who are left to carry on the great work that he 
was so instrumental in beginning so many years 
ago. 


While we greatly lament his passing, we express 
to Almighty God our thanks for the long, full 
and rich life that was his, dedicated to the service 
of God. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson (PN) — The governor of Mississippi, 
Hon. J. P. Coleman, will be the speaker for the 
convocation on September 11 which officially opens 
~ seventy-fifth anniversary term at Belhaven Col- 
ege. 


Governor Coleman currently is serving his first 
term as governor of the state. He first attained 
national political prominence when he led the suc- 
cessful fight for seating the Mississippi delegation 
in the Democratic Convention of 1952, Chicago. 
He has since appeared on several national network 
television programs and has been widely quoted in 
the nation’s press. 


Before his election as governor, Coleman served 
the state as attorney general. He also has been 


a justice on the state supreme court bench and a 
circuit judge. 


A prominent Baptist layman, Coleman has been 
a deacon in the church since he was 22 years old. 





MISSOURI 


Columbia — The 48th Annual Meeting of the 
Women of the Church, Synod of Missouri, Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., will be held in St. Joseph 
First Presbyterian Church, September 23, 24 and 
25. 


Mrs. Robert E. Wallin, 311 Edgewood Avenue, 
Columbia, Mo., is Synodical President. 


Mrs. R. L. Douglas, 1125 King Park Place, St. 
Joseph, Mo., is Chairman of Reservations. 


It was in April 24 and 25, 1912, that the 
Synodical of Missouri first met in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of St. Joseph. This was just prior 
to the meeting in Bristol, Va.-Tenn., when on 
May 20, 1912, the General Assembly “without one 
word of argument” adopted the Overture asking 
that a Secretary of Woman’s Work be appointed. 


Item No. 4 under “Some of the Results’ listed 
by Miss Jennie Hanna and Mrs. W. C. Winsborough, 
the Committee on Organization, will serve to show 
how great has been the advancement of the organ- 
ized women’s work since those pioneer days. 


“4. A profound conviction of the necessity for 
just such a clearing house for woman’s work 
in missions as the office of a woman secretary 
would give. For example, one day’s mail brought 
requests as follows: 


“a. For exchange of Presbyterial and Synodical 
programs. 
“b. For Synodical constitutions. 


“ce. For instruction as to the work of Secretary 
of Literature. 
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“d. How can the organized Presbyteries of a 
state go about forming unions in the unorganized 
Presbyteries? 


“e What are the first steps toward forming 
a Synodical organization. 


“f. Do we have to communicate with our Synod’s 
Committee on Woman’s Work? 


“ge Where can we get a list of Synodical and 
Presbyterial officers? 


“h. From Mrs. Henry Peabody of Boston, orig- 
inator of the Jubilee movement: ‘Where can I 
learn what pledges the Southern Presbyterian 
women made to the Jubilee Fund? We are not 
willing to omit so large and influential a body of 
women from our reports.’ ”’ 


Mrs. J. F. Forsythe, 
Historian, Women of the Church 
Synod of Missouri. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton—The fall session at Presbyterian Junior 
College opens with an Orientation Program on 
Saturday, September 6, for all new students, be- 
ginning at 9 a. m. Breakfast on that day will be 
the first meal served in the college cafeteria. 
Rooms in the men’s dormitory, and in the tem- 
porary women’s dormitory, will be ready for oc- 
cupancy on Friday, September 5. The faculty will 
meet on Friday at 10 a. m. for a Pre-session Fac- 
ulty Conference followed by a fellowship luncheon. 
The orientation program for new students con- 
tinues through Sunday, with matriculation for 
classes on Monday. Classes begin on Tuesday, 
September 9 at 8 a. m. The dormitories have all 
been filled but there still are rooms available in 
Maxton for occupancy by men students and rooms 
for occupancy by women students. The enroll- 
ment will be higher than last year and it has 
been necessary to decline the applications of a 
number of foreign students because their quotas 
have been filled. All faculty positions have been 
accepted by well-qualified professors. 


Students who will reside in rooms in Maxton 
and commuting students, both men and women, 
are still being registered. Night class students also 
may enroll. 





The Medium-Sized Church 


By REV. EDWARD B. COOPER 


The members of Sharon Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina are eagerly anticipating 
their Fourth Annual Missionary Conference which 
will be held this year November 12-23. Most of 
the churches which hold Missionary Conferences 
have a large membership and the people are able 
to give many thousands of dollars to the work 
of World Missions. Our church numbers about 
430 members, and yet she has received rich blessings 
comparable to that which larger churches have 
received, only on a smaller scale. Since many people 
and ministers have questioned us about our con- 
ference and what it has accomplished, a story of 
the Missionary Conference at Sharon Church may 
encourage other smaller churches to begin this 
program which has been so wonderfully used of 
God in developing a passion for lost souls. 
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It has been the custom at Sharon Church to 
hold Revival Services in the spring of the year. 
When the Forward with Christ Program was 
adopted by our church, the Committee recom- 
mended to the Session a Missionary Conference to 
be held each year in the fall. This was unanimously 
adopted with great enthusiasm. 


In preparation for our first conference, we in- 
vited Dr. J. Park McCallie, Chairman of the 
Planning Committee of the Missionary Conference 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
to meet with our Committee and to speak to our 
church. In September 1955 our program featured 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, member of the Board of 
World Missions, Mrs. C. Darby Fulton, five 
missionaries, and two candidates. Dr. Bell preached 
and told of his trips to the Mission fields. Mrs. 
Fulton showed colored slides and spoke of the 
plans of the Board. The missionaries also spoke 
and showed slides of their work. A missionary 
banquet was held, a panel discussion featured, and 
speakers on the final Sunday appeared in all Sunday 
School classes and Young People’s Groups. 


The following two years we trimmed the Con- 
ference from eight days to five days—beginning on 
Wednesday evening with a banquet and concluding 
on Sunday evening. Dr. C. Darby Fulton was 
the principle speaker in 1956 and Dr. Hugh Bradley 
in 1957. 


Before the Missionary Conference was instituted 
we were partially supporting two missionaries. Now 
we are partially supporting nine missionaries — 
the Rev. & Mrs. Don Williams in North Brazil, 
Miss Louise Fleming and Mr. & Mrs. William 
Worth in the Belgian Congo, the Rev. & Mrs. 
Hugh Linton, Jr., in Korea, Miss Ilona Smith in 
Mexico, and Miss Margaret Sells in Taiwan. In- 
terest in missions has grown tremendously, con- 
tributions have increased not only to World Mis- 
sions but to every phase of the Lord’s work (last 
vear $10,000 over the previous year). We believe 
that one reason the Lord has blessed us is because 
our people have become vitally concerned about 
those in other lands who do not know the salva- 
tion of Jesus Christ. 


Our Missionary Conference is of a denomina- 
tional nature, and we support only missionaries 


under our Board of World Missions. 


We are especially grateful to Dr. D. J, Cum- 
ming and Miss Kay Proctor of the office in 
Nashville for their untiring efforts in helping 
us to set up our programs. Our Conference this 
fall will bring to us missionaries whom we are 
supporting but whom we have yet to meet — the 
Hugh Lintons and Miss Iona Smith. Our prin- 
cipal speaker will be Mr. T. E. McCully, father 
of Edward McCully, one of the five missionaries 
who were martyred by the Auca Indians in the 
jungles of Ecuador in January, 1956. Mr. Mc- 
Cully, who is Executive Secretary of CBMCI, has 
been greatly used of God in Missionary Confer- 
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ence work in many churches and denominations, 


and is a magnetic speaker with a burden for souls 
on his heart. 


We are praying that God may enable us to 
broaden our vision this year as we hold our Fourth 
Missionary Conference November 19-23. The 
small or medium-sized church can receive rich 
blessing, and help in carrying out the great com- 
mission with greater effectiveness in this way, and 
the Board of World Missions will be more than 
glad to aid any church in setting up a conference. 
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ON THE WAY. Olive Wyon. Westminster 
Press. $2.50. 


Dr. Wyon has written this book to serve as an 
introduction in simple, non-technical terms to some 
aspects of Pastoral Theology. The volume con- 
tains ten chapters giving reflections on the Chris- 
tian life. The author raises such questions as 
“Why are we here?’’, and “Is there any meaning 
in life?” and offers stimulating answers to these 
questions. Attention to God in prayer and obedi- 
ence to God in life are the main emphases of 
this volume. The spiritual life called for in this 
volume involves growth toward “integration” of 
the whole being. It leads to the goal by three 
main roads — purgation, illumination and union. 
The Christian is constantly exhorted to direct at- 
tention continually away from self and toward 
God. In dealing with the subject of prayer the 
author stresses particularly the unique importance 
of silence. She shows how to use the Bible in 
vocal prayer, meditation and contemplation. 


From the lives of the Christian saints the author 
has gathered much wisdom and it will be a price- 


less help to anyone interested in the way of holi- 
ness. 


One of the main values of this book is its em- 
phasis upon the Bible for the spiritual life. Miss 
Wyon comments, “If we are ignorant of it and 
neglect to read and study it, the effect will be 
disastrous. Either our spiritual life will become 
very thin and our faith wavering and uncertain 
or we may be easily led astray into enticing paths 
of thought which will lead us off the true Way 
into by-paths which lead no-where.” For this rea- 
son she insists that Christians need to read the 
Bible to find the answers for questions about the 
meaning of life, the meaning of man, the meaning 
of history, the riddle of the universe and the 
reality of God. 


—J.R.R. 





THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MODERN ENG- 
LISH. J. B. Phillips. MacMillan Company. $6.00. 


Well over a million copies of the books of J. B. 
Phillips have been sold in the United States in 
the last 10 years. The world sales of one of the 
books alone have passed the million mark. He is 
well-known to our readers as the translator of 
“Letters to Young Churches,” “The Gospels,” “The 
Young Church in Action,” and “The Book of Reve- 
lation.” All four of these translations have been 
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gathered together to form this new volume “The 
New Testament in Modern English.” 


The three ideals which Dr. Phillips held up before 
him in his work as a translator are: 1. that the work 
must not sound like a translation at all; 2. that a 
translater must do his work with the least possible 
obtrusion of his own personality; 3. that a good 
translator must do his work with the least possible 
and minds of the readers an effect equivalent to 
that produced by the author upon his original 
readers. Dr. Phillips does not profess to have 
achieved these three ideals perfectly but he af- 
firms that he has kept them in mind constantly 
as principles for his guidance. 


Dr. Phillips points out that a translator is not 
a commentator. There are times a translator is 
driven into what appears to be a paraphrase. Those 
who are familiar with his works know that a num- 
ber of times he has resorted to paraphrase. 


Although the translator maintains that there is 
a difference between translation and interpreta- 
tion, yet interpretation can also mean transmitting 
meaning from one language to another and skilled 
interpreters in world affairs do not intentionally 
inject any meaning of their own. In this sense he 
writes, “I gladly accept the word interpretation 
to describe my work for as I see it, the translator’s 
function is to understand as fully and deeply as 
possible what the New Testament writers had to 
say and then after a process of what might be 
called reflective digestion, to write it down in the 
language of the people today. And here I must 
say that it is essential for the interpreter to know 
the language of both parties. He may be a first- 
class scholar in New Testament Greek and know 
the significance of every traditional crux and yet 
be abysmally ignorant of how his contemporaries 
outside the scholastic world are thinking and feel- 
ing.” 


Dr. Phillips states that the technique he has 
employed in his translational works have been to 
think himself into the heart and mind of the writers 
as far as possible. He has tried to imagine him- 
self as each of the New Testament authors writing 
his particular message for the people of today. 


One does not have to subscribe to every state- 
ment or position taken by Dr. Phillips to gain a 
real blessing from his translational labors. It is 
easy to understand why of all modern translations 
people are finding remarkable freshness in this 
new work. 


—J.R.R. 





STUDIES IN GENESIS. Daniel T. Niles. West- 
minster Press. $2.50. 


Dr. Niles reminds us that the early Christians 
lived in a mood of exhilaration and high adventure 
with expectant hope. This is the banner under 
which the Christian must march. But this cannot 
be done, he says, except by rediscovery of the 
faith of the Bible, a rediscovery that is the result 
not only of an understanding of the thought of 
the Bible but also of a meeting there with God 
Himself which is the fundamental reality of the 
revelation of the Word. 


The Book of Genesis, says Dr. Niles, is a very 
important book for our understanding of the 
Bible as a whole. Equally important for our under- 
standing of Genesis is that it should be considered 
not by itself but as a constituent part of Biblical 
revelation. In a confessional mood, Dr. Niles 
writes, ““As I have tried to wrestle with the Biblical 
text in Genesis I have glimpsed this truth again— 
the truth that the God of the New Testament is 
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the God also of the Old and that in Jesus is the 
event that explains the hidden mystery of the 
Old Covenant and the open mystery of the New. 
The Old Testament records more than the prep- 
aration that took place before Jesus came. It 
records the deeds of God.” 


After enumerating various methods of Bible 
study the author lays emphasis upon the existential 
method. On this point he says, “But ultimately 
it is the existential approach that the Bible de- 
mands. It bids us stand alongside Abraham and 
Samson, Pharaoh and Moses, Saul and David, 
Jeremiah and Jonah, the daughter of Jairus, the 
thief on the cross, Peter and Paul and the Seer 
at Patmos — alongside them listening to God. And 
as we listen to what God says to them we hear 
also what God says to us. We become not spec- 
tators of but participants in the Biblical events. 
This existential approach involves also this con- 
sequence — that when God speaks our existence 
is at stake. To assent to Him is to live. To reject 
Him = to die. To refuse to listen to Him is to 
die also.” 


Despite the fact that some of the author’s pre- 
suppositions in regard to the Bible are not always 
in harmony with those of the conservatives, this 
reviewer finds that the author takes the Bible 
seriously and in this slender volume of approxi- 
mately 100 pages presents a number of striking 
insights from the first book of the Bible. This 
challenging book is suitable for ministers and lay 
people who have had some training in theological 


studies. 
—VJ.R.R. 


LUTHER’S COMMENTARY ON’ GENESIS. 
Martin Luther, Translated by J. Theodore Mueller. 
Zondervan. $5.95 per volume or $9.90 for the set 
of two volumes. 





Luther insisted that the book of Genesis contains 
many precious and profound facts. He indicated 
that the main message that God wants us to 
get from Genesis is that the world had a begin- 
ning and that He created it out of nothing. Con- 
cerning the great divine matters expressed in this 
book, Luther said, “The human reason is bound 
to err and blunder. This is the reason why we 
need revelation.” 


This is a running commentary on each verse 
somewhat after the manner of Calvin’s Commen- 
taries. 


Dr. J. Theodore Mueller of Concordia Theo- 
logical Seminary has done an excellent job in 
translating this work. His purpose has been to 
make a translation that would modernize Luther’s 
expressions and also simplify the massive original. 


Although this commentary was written 400 years 
ago, it speaks to today’s conditions which charac- 
terizes all great literature. The reader will es- 
pecially rejoice in how Luther extolls God’s grace 
as is revealed to us in the many Old Testament 
promises concerning the divine Redeemer of the 


world. 
—J.R.R. 





AN EXPOSITION OF JOHN 17. Thomas Manton. 
Sovereign Grace Book Club. $5.95. 


Dr. J. Marcellus Kik says in the foreword to 
this volume that “the minister who would prevent 
his sermons from being vapid and superficial would 
do well to become acquainted with the Puritans 
who have enriched the church with their writings.” 
This is a pertinent observation since the Puritans 
have left behind them a vast treasure of expository 
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works and wise is the minister who makes use of 
this treasury. 


Manton, like the other Puritans, sometimes seems 
tedious but as Spurgeon has pointed out there 
are golden nuggets to be found that are worth 
all the effort and labor that goes into extracting 
them. 


This volume consists of a series of sermons on 
the high priestly prayer of Christ recorded in 
John 17. We learn here that Christ has left a 
pattern for his perpetual intercession for the min- 
istry and the church. He who would know the 
mind and heart of the Lord must study this 
chapter. 





MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR BEST. David 
A. MacLennan. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


The secret of success lies in the heart says Dr. 
MacLennon. The meditations here point to the 
Help that awaits everlastingly beyond human helps 
and without which our efforts are forever futile. 
Keenly aware of the hard, insistent reality of 
earthly concerns, the author offers no superficial 
series of psychological advice or bright religious 
uplift. This volume declares the power of positive 
believing and shows how to develop faith and 
discipline, prime marks of the mature character, 
through which alone we find true peace and hap- 
piness. For ministers and students this volume 
contains fresh illustrations and insights. 





WORSHIP SERVICES FOR JUNIOR HIGHS. 
Alice A. Bays. Abingdon Press. $3.00. 


Mrs. Bays has produced these worship services 
to meet the interest and needs of young people 
from 12 to 15. They are written to “lead the 
Junior Highs to a Biblical conception of God and 
will help them to find greater meaning in worship.” 


Some of these programs are quite suggestive 
and helpful. Some should be discarded as they 
teach erroneous theological ideas. Service 27 is 
such an example. It is entitled “All Are Brothers” 
(United Nations Day). Adult leaders should read 
this volume carefully, using the good ones and 
substituting desirable material for the ones not 
adaptable to conservative churches. 





I BELIEVE IN GOD. Costen J. Harrell. Abing- 
don Press. $1.25. 


The fundamental idea of Christianity is the 
fact of God, says Bishop Harrell. Although this 
is not a modern idea it is rooted in the long test. 
It has come to flower in the Christian faith. Again 
says the author, “Unless we are sure of God we 
can be sure of nothing and all our religious beliefs 
and sentiments crumble like a house built on drift- 
ing sand.” 


This small volume has been written to show that 
our belief in God is justifiable. The author points 
out that the Christian can be sure of God and 
the fact of his existence and to live and die by it. 
Dr. Harrell submits the evidence to show that we 
cannot escape the fundamentals. 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
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MANY members of our Church have made a Gift that Lives Forever 
—by creating a Memorial Fund—either in their own names or in 
those of loved ones—with the Board of World Missions. These funds 
are carefully invested and the income serves year after year 3° 1 
continuous contribution to the support of Foreign Missions. 





A MEMORIAL perpetuat.s both the memory of the one thus honored 


and the Christian influence of the donor throughout the years. 


MEMORIAL FUNDS may be started with a small amount and added 
to from time to time by the founder or by others who may wish to 


do so. Many such funds on our books have grown to substantial 
proportions. 


IF YOU are interested, we will be happy to furnish further informa- 
tion and to provide assistance in setting up a Memorial exactly as 
you wish. Just write— 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


Roarp oF VORLD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 


“To Foreign Misstous a Snare” 
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